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Information concerning copyright in books

When to Use Form A. Form A is appropriate for published
books which have been manufactured in the United States.

What Is a “Book’? The term “"books” covers not only material
published in book form, but also pamphlets, leaflets, cards, and
single pages containing text. Books include fiction, nonfiction,
Foetry, collections, directories, catalogs, and information in tabular

orm.

Unpublished Books. The law does not provide for registration
of “book” material in unpublished form. Unpublished books are
protected at common law against unauthorized use prior to
publication. | .

Duration of Copyright. Statutory copyright in published books
lasts for 28 years from the date of first publication, and may be
renewed for a second 28-year term.

How to secure statutory copyright in a book

First: Produce Copies With Copyright Notice. Produce the work
in copies by printing or other means of reproduction. To secure
copyright, it 1s essential that the copies bear a copyright notice
in the required form and position, as explained below.

Second: Publish the Work With Copyright Notice. The copy-
right law defines the “'date of publication” as . . . the earliest
date when copies of the first authorized edition were placed on
sale, sold, or publicly distributed by the proprietor of the copy-
right or under his authority, . . . .”

Third: Register Your Copyright Claim. Promptly after publica-
tion, mail to the Register of Copyrights, Library of Congress,

Washington, D.C. 20559, two copies of the work as published
with notice, an application on Form A, properly completed and
notarized, and a fee of $6.

The Copyright Notice. The copyright notice for books shall ap-
pear on the title page or verso thereof, and shall consist of three
elements: the word “Copyright,” the abbreviation, "Copr.,” or
the symbol ©), accompanied by the name of the copyright owner
and the year date of publication. Example: @© John Doe 1976
Use of the symbol (€©) may result in securing copyright in coun-
tries which are members of the Universal Copyright Convention

NOTE: It is the act of publication with notice that actually secures copyright protection. If copies

are published without the required notice, the right to secure copyright is lost, and cannot be restored.

Books manufactured abroad

In General. Form A is not appropriate for books which have
been manufactured outside the United States.

Foreign-Language Books. Applications covering foreign-
language books by foreign authors, manufactured abroad, should
be submitted on Form A-B Foreign.

English-Language Books. Books in English manufactured abroad

may registered for "ad interim” copyright (Form A-B Ad

under the Universal Copyright Convention. To secure ad interim
copyright a claim must be registered within 6 months of first publi-
cation abroad. Ad interim copyright lasts for 5 years or until an
American edition is published within the 5-year period and
registered.

(2) Universal Copyright Convention. An English-language

work by a foreign author first published abroad is eligible for

Interim) ; or, if they are protected under the Universal Copyright full-term U.S. copyright if: (a) its author is a citizen or subject
Convention they are eligible for full-term registration on Form  of a country which is a member of the Universal Copyright Conven-
A-B Foreign: tion, or the work was first published in such a country, and (b) all

(1) Ad Interim Copyright. Ad interim registration is necessary published copies bear the copyright notice provided under the
for protection in the United States unless copyright has been secured  Universal Copyright Convention.

=
ey — - =

FOR COPYRIGHT OFFICE USE ONLY

APR 04.1377

Two copies received

JAN J 13/3

Fee received

b5/EY gan 8 &I

vr U.S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1976—210—799/2

- 4
JUNE 1976—300,000 Page 4




	1.19a.pdf
	1.19a(1).pdf

